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Upcoming at the Shul
Every Monday at 12:30
Torah Study Group
Friday, April 5
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, April 6
10am Shabbat Morning
Services
Friday, April 12
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, April 13
10am Shabbat Morning
Services & Bat Mitzvah of
Jorah Coffey
Sunday, April 14
12pm Adult Ed
Friday, April 26
5:30 Family Shabbat & Potluck
Saturday, April 27
10am Shabbat Morning Service
& Yizkor
Friday, May 3
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, May 4
10am Shabbat Morning
Services
Sunday, May 5
12pm Adult Ed
Friday, May 17
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, May 18
10am Shabbat Morning
Services
Friday, May 24
5:30 Family Shabbat & Potluck

Unless otherwise noted,
all services are led by
Rabbi Mindie Snyder.
Congregation Lev Shalom
P.O. Box 31058
2609 N. Patterson Boulevard
Flagstaff, AZ 86003
(928) 527-8747
www.levshalomaz.org

HELLO BROTHER HELLO SISTER—RABBI MINDIE SNYDER
Another lifetime ago, due to my
work in the field of child maltreatment and neglect, I attended a conference about “The
International Rights of the
Child.” This particular year, the
conference was held in New
Zealand. I recall that New Zealand was not one of those places I longed to
visit. It did not make my “bucket list”. Due to
the length of travel from Columbus, Ohio, my
fiancé and I planned an extended stay in New
Zealand that would allow us to visit both the
North and South islands. Once we arrived, after
an entire day of flying, it was apparent that New
Zealand should have always been on my bucket
list. If you have never visited this magical land
of the “Kiwi’s”, I must tell you, it is something
extraordinary to behold (even before “Lord of the
Rings” was filmed there). The natural beauty of
New Zealand was so incredible, I called it “Oooo
Ahhhh Land”. In addition to the charming gardens, the vibrant yellow green of the pastures,
the storybook-like houses, there was the multisensory delight of fresh air, more sheep than
people, enjoyable breakfast foods, great beer,
the best fish and chips, fabulous woolens and
absolutely lovely people. In many ways, aside
driving the opposite way we do in the US, there
was something about traveling through New
Zealand that reminded me of how our country
was in the 1950’s. Although, New Zealand had
crime, you generally felt safe. There was an
innocence about the place.
Then, there was Friday, March 15th. According
to Prime Minister Jacinda ... darkness fell upon
her special country. Fifty innocent worshippers
were gunned down at mosques in Christchurch
and Linwood. It was Pittsburgh all over again,
only the loss of life and injuries far exceeded
what happened last October at Tree of Life
Synagogue. Many of us who have worked in
social services with at-risk populations, in particular, have said for years that violent acts can

happen anywhere at any time. Peace and security
are not taken for granted. We have said this because we have seen firsthand what is possible and
such potentialities are not pretty. Indeed, they
stand in stark contrast to the beauty of New Zealand itself. Over thirty years ago, colleagues were
looking at the correlations between domestic violence and societal violence, including wars. The
correlations were real.
You’ve got to be taught to hate and fear
You’ve got to be taught from year to year
It’s got to be drummed into your dear little ear
You’ve got to be carefully taught
Richard Rogers and Oscar Hammerstein “South
Pacific” (1949)
Hatred and violence have their human roots in the
home. Because of this, abhorrent ways of thinking
and acts of violence may remain concealed behind
walls of protection, thereby preventing a truly accurate assessment of the depths and breadths of
these very human problems. Furthermore, victims
are not always taken seriously, or believed, when
they come forward. Individuals who have “played
the system” and rendered false claims have made it
doubly difficult for those who have authentic claims,
based upon actual marginalization, or victimization.
Last November, the FBI reported a 17% increase in
hate crimes motivated by race and ethnicity, religion
and sexual orientation, within a “tense political climate”. According to a 2018 New York Times article
by John Eligon, black people were victims of nearly
50% of all hate crimes, while 58% of crimes against
a religious group were directed towards Jews. In
February of this year, The Southern Poverty Law
Center, reported an increase in hate groups by 30%
over the past four years. (Note that the accuracy
and comprehensive quality of their list is in dispute.)
Such increases were demonstrated by “reported
crimes” and identified hate groups. Hate crimes, in
the broadest sense, remain under-reported and
some individuals or groups
thrive under the radar. That continued on page 2
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numbers are in the 928 area
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526-3937
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Secretary
Bob Braudy
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Members-at-large
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Rachel Sturm
606-0122

Congregation
Lev Shalom
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606-0122
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
is the really scary part. Reasons for these problems are because perpetrators of violence continue to be protected within families, environments and organizations
that are either fearful of, or benefit in some way
from these people and their value systems. Sadly, the overarching container is neither new, or
uncommon. Lack of timely data and human resources also contribute to the fact that not all
tragedies are preventable.
When I learned about the tragic news coming out
of New Zealand, many of you know that I reached
out to our Muslim friends. They referenced Pittsburgh. We have more in common, now. They
shared hope for the future, while experiencing
deep grief in the present. We spoke of more and
better collaborations. We questioned what innovations are needed to stop the twin epidemics of
hatred and violence. And then, words failed us.
Ultimately, silence held the space for this nightmare.
Our Jewish tradition teaches us about Abraham
Aveinu’s example of hospitality. It teaches us to
love our neighbor as ourselves...over and over
again. It teaches us to love God. It reminds us
that there is something bigger and greater than
we are, or can ever hope to be, even in the face
of the most horrible circumstances. Additionally,
our Jewish tradition explicitly shows us what behaviors are to be avoided and what kinds of actions are needed to make the world a better
place. Our job, across space and time, has been
and continues to be, Tikkun Olam, the repair of
the world. Our job description, as a people, has
not changed. We have an extraordinary roadmap
that is thousands of years old, if we only take the
time to make good use of it.
The last words of the first man to be murdered in
the Christchurch mosque were words of welcome, inclusion, friendship: “Hello Brother”. We
are brothers and sisters. Fear, misunderstanding,
unnecessary competition, the insatiable need for
more...all make it impossible to develop healthy,
supportive familial bonds. Across the ocean, we
share our grief with New Zealand and our willingness to work toward a better future for our children and the generations to follow.

Celebrate a Simcha, remember a
loved one or commemorate a
special event with your CLS
friends and family.

I pray, with God’s help and ongoing collaborations between different peoples with similar commitments to care, that the compassionate majority will rise up as never before and prevail over
the social ills of our day.

Contact Sandy Shaw,
Sisterhood, at
sandyshaw89@suddenlink.net
or 973-464-0353 to sign up.

How good and how pleasant it is
that brothers and sisters
dwell together in peace
Adaptation of Psalm 133

JORAH COFFEY
BAT MITZVAH
ANNOUNCEMENT
APRIL 13 AT 10AM

We are pleased to announce
that Jorah Coffey will be called
to Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on
Saturday April 13, 2019. We
invite you to come help her celebrate this momentous occasion.
She has been working hard on
preparing as well as on her
Mitzvah project in setting up a medical supply
donation closet for our community. Jorah’s
Bat Mitzvah will be at 10:00 at the synagogue
with a reception at the Coffey home, 1818 N
Mesa Dr, following services. We would be
honored if you could join us. Call or text
Ari Coffey at 600-4131 to RSVP.
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WHEN THERE WERE VIOLINS,
THERE WAS HOPE—LANNY MORRISON
Violins of Hope tells the remarkable stories of
violins (and other stringed instruments) played
by Jewish musicians during the Holocaust. Each
instrument has its own unique and inspiring
story that educates both young and old about
the Holocaust in a deeply personal and
emotional way. Today these instruments serve
not only as powerful reminders of an
unimaginable experience but also reinforce key lessons of
tolerance, inclusion, and diversity that are essential for today and
for future generations. Programs were presented to more than
1,000 high school students from Coconino County on February
28 and March 1st and almost 500 adults on February 28th. The
programs were true successes.
I want to extend my deep appreciation to the Jewish Federation of
Greater Phoenix, particularly Chief Executive Officer Marty
Haberer, Julee Landau, Alison Johnson and Rachel Hoffer, for
bringing the Violins of Hope to Flagstaff; to Bob Braudy, without
whose leadership the program would not have taken place; to
Pastor Adam Barnhart and the congregants of Shepherd of the
Hills Lutheran Church for hosting the adult program; to Coconino
High Principal Stacie Zanzucchi and Flagstaff High School
Principal Tony Cullen and teacher Shelly Stearns for hosting the
student programs; to Rev. Penni Honey for coordinating
volunteers and so much more; to Paul Cohen, for coordinating
logistics; to Dr. Todd Sullivan, Director of the Northern Arizona
University School of Music, who has acted as Music Curator for
the adult and student programs; to Lynne Nemeth for assistance
in coordinating the music and communications; to Karin Eberhard
for her advice and support; to Tom Henderson for handling the
income and expenses; and to the exceptional musicians who
performed – Andrew Hamby (viola), Richard Koerner (violin),
Lynne Nemeth (mezzo-soprano), Alison O’Bryant (violin), and
Kimberly Sullivan (viola). Alison and Kimberly deserve to be
singled out, as they played 20 musical pieces over the two days.
I want to thank our sponsors: Arizona Community Foundation
Flagstaff through The Gerald Rosenbluth Family Fund, The
Ginsberg Group of RE/MAX Fine Properties, Melissa Cripps State
Farm, Findlay Toyota, Suddenlink by Altice, White Dove Coffee,
Bob and Judi Braudy, Congregation Lev Shalom, Congregation
Lev Shalom Brotherhood, Mary Grove, Tom and Dorlee
Henderson, Lanny Morrison and Lynne Nemeth, Living Christ
Lutheran Church, Peggie Richardson, Margaret and Rodger
Scurlock, and Bryan J. Shanahan, DDS, PC.
I want to thank our informative and moving speakers: Flagstaff
Mayor Coral Evans, Esther Schon, Coconino County Sheriff Jim
Driscoll, Flagstaff Police Chief Kevin Treadway, Marty Haberer,
Julee Landau, Dr. Todd Sullivan, Rabbi Mindie, and Flagstaff
Police Officer George Schorman.
I want to thank the artisans who created the Violins of Hope
banners which were hung during the program at Shepherd of the
Hills Lutheran Church: Helene Mann, Andrea Barnhart, Lori
Pearlmutter, and Lee Wybranski. Thanks also to the many
volunteers who worked the evening of the adult program.
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The Violins of Hope Program Coordinating Committee included:
Dr. Bob Braudy, Chair, Congregation Lev Shalom
Pastor Adam Barnhart, Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
Dr. Steven Berbeco, Superintendent, Hopi Schools
Lieutenant Frank Higgins, Flagstaff Police Department
Reverend Penni Honey, Unity of Flagstaff
Lanny Morrison, Congregation Lev Shalom
Flagstaff City Councilman Charlie Odegaard, Mayor’s Designee
Rabbi Mindie Snyder, Congregation Lev Shalom
Dr. Risha VanderWey, Superintendent, Coconino County Public
Schools
Mary Kay Walton, Assistant Superintendent, Flagstaff Unified School
District
Videos of both the adult and student programs are being edited and
will soon be available on the Congregation Lev Shalom website. The
student video will also be available to schools in Coconino County
for use as a resource in World History classes particularly during
World War II segments. Copies of both the printed adult and student
programs are available at the synagogue.
B’shalom.

CLS BOARD MEETING REMINDER
The Board of Trustees of Congregation Lev Shalom will meet on
Tuesday, April 23rd, at 6:00 p.m. at the synagogue. Members of the
Congregation are welcome to attend. Please advise Lanny
Morrison (president@levshalomaz.org or (928) 526-3937) if there
are matters that you would like the Board to consider or if you would
like an advance copy of the agenda for the meeting.
Please be aware that non-board members will be asked to step out
of the meeting should the Board go into executive session to address matters deemed to be of a confidential nature by the Board,
such as personnel issues or matters dealing with specific members.

SISTERHOOD NEWS—JUDI BRAUDY
The next CLS Sisterhood meeting will be held at Judi Braudy’s home,
5980 E. Jeremy Ln., on Tuesday, April 30th, at 7pm. All CLS women
are invited!
Mark your calendars! You are invited to join us for our Annual
Sisterhood Luncheon on Friday, May 31st at 12pm, at Little
America. RSVP to Judi Braudy by May 27th so that a reservation may
be made for the group.

The Sisterhood walks for April are as follows:




Sunday, April 7th 9:30am Buffalo Park
Sunday, April 21st 9:30am Buffalo Park

If you have any questions, please contact Judi, Sisterhood Chair, at
azjudi@gmail.com or 914-263-3953.
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LEVTY NEWS
Mark your calendars!
Community Purim Celebration
Sunday, March 31st at 5PM
Congregation Lev Shalom
&
Community Passover Seder
Saturday, April 20th at 5PM
Shepherd of the Hills

LevTY Purim Gathering

Upcoming NFTY Kallah Events:


Spring Kallah - April 12-14 in Mesa

For detailed information and for other events, visit
https://southwest.nfty.org/get-involved/events/. To register for a
Kallah, go to
https://urjnfty.campintouch.com/ui/forms/application/camper/App
If you are interested or know of anyone interested in joining this
group which is open to all Jewish teens in Flagstaff, please call Lori
Pearlmutter at 928-607-6958.
Photos courtesy of Nena Bloom

HOOD HAPPENINGS—BOB BRAUDY
The Hood will hold a meeting in April prior to Passover.
For further information about the Congregation Lev Shalom
Brotherhood, please contact Bob Braudy at rsbraudy@earthlink.net
or 928-266-0327.

THANKS TO OUR DONORS
Violins of Hope Sponsorship:
Margaret and Rodger Scurlock
White Dove Coffee
Twenty Copies of Mishkan T’filah for Children:
Bob and Harriet Sherwin

We hope you will join us Wednesday,
April 10th at Congregation Lev Shalom

Violins of Hope

Photos courtesy of Bob Braudy
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MAZEL TOV!

Advertising Corner
If you are interested in advertising in The Bulletin, please contact Rachel Sturm at
info@levshalomaz.org. Classified advertising for members is free! Business advertising rates
are extremely reasonable! Get your message out to hundreds of people each month and
support the congregation by advertising in the Bulletin!

Classified
Voice lessons

To those celebrating birthdays
in April—
Hailey Armus – 4/10
Joe Ganey – 4/16
Jorah Coffey – 4/17
Amanda Leib – 4/21

Lynne Nemeth is now
offering voice lessons,
group and individual for all
ages. Rates are very
reasonable.
123 N. San Francisco St.
Flagstaff, AZ 86001
phone (928) 220-5012 •
fax (888) 633-8880
email
Ag@theginsberggroup.com

8783 E. Neptune Drive
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
lynnenemeth@npgcable.com
▪
928-526-3937
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