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Upcoming at the Shul
Every Monday at 12:30
Torah Study Group
Saturday, December 1
10am Shabbat Morning
Services
Friday, December 7
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, December 9
6pm Community Chanukah
Party & Potluck Dinner
Friday, December 14
7pm Shabbat Services
Sunday, December 16
12pm Adult Education
Friday, December 21
7pm Shabbat Services
Friday, January 4
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, January 12
10am Shabbat Morning
Services
Sunday, January 13
12pm Adult Education
Friday, January 18
7pm Shabbat Services
Sunday, January 20
5pm Tu B’Shvat Seder
Friday, January 25
5:30pm Family Shabbat
Potluck
Saturday, January 26
10am Shabbat Morning
Services

Unless otherwise noted,
all services are led by
Rabbi Mindie Snyder.

Congregation Lev Shalom
P.O. Box 31058
2609 N. Patterson Boulevard
Flagstaff, AZ 86003
(928) 527-8747
www.levshalomaz.org

ADD ONE MORE LIGHT—RABBI MINDIE SNYDER
Be a lamp, or a lifeboat, or a
ladder.
Help someone’s soul heal.
Walk out of your house like a
shepherd.
Rumi
Darkness was created by The Holy One of
Blessing, just as light was created by The Holy
One of Blessing. One is not necessarily better
than the other because each serves a purpose.
Practically speaking, each can provide space for
the other. However, too much of one or the other
can be problematic. Yet, the presence of darkness in any form can cause distress within us.
Perhaps we are afraid of that which cannot be
seen. Understanding this, our evening liturgical
tradition comforts us, asserting God’s nearness
and compassion in an example from Psalm 78:
...The Compassionate One would expiate sin and
not destroy;
He would again and again turn back his anger
and not arouse His full wrath...
Fear of the dark has been around since humankind walked this Earth. We are taught that
Adam, the first human, was frightened by the
dark. There is a Midrash that the first Shabbat
during God’s Creation (of our world) lasted 36
hours. This story continues as God helped Adam
to manage a very long night by lighting a fire with
two flints. During the Havdalah ceremony, we
praise the creation of fire because God gave
Adam respite from the darkness (Bereshit
Rabbah 11:2).
According to the Jerusalem Talmud
(Yerushalmi), in Pesachim 1:1, we learn about
light in the darkness through the juxtaposition of
human agency and time of day. Lighting just one
candle changes everything. We are told that the
light of one candle in a cave will burn brighter at

night than during the day. Why? Because God’s
creation of darkness at night prevails.
A Story of Love and Darkness
Once upon a time, after many years of adventures
around the world, the two lovers awakened to the
presence of one another. Hand in hand, they began
a new adventure, expressing gratitude for the precious moments together. The sun shone in the day
and the stars illuminated the night. They shared joy
and laughter, poetry and music, peace and harmony. They imagined finishing each other’s sentences
for the rest of their days. Suddenly, the dark of a
moonless night appeared without the stars and the
morning came without a sunrise. One of the lovers
had grown weary from the conflicts that surrounded
them. Fearing the depth of their love, the Divine
treasures of strength, security and protection within
it became obscured. Attacked from the North,
South, East and West, they collapsed and fell upon
their sword. It was easier to fall. All too often, the
natural pull of gravity can ensure victory for opposing forces. Disappearing into their historical patterns, they convinced themselves that it was all for
the best, even though they promised their Beloved
that would never, ever happen. Then, the rains
came unabated. Day and night were indistinguishable behind the clouds. And God cried, for God could
not change what man had done. God knew that
courage was enfolded in the holy gift of free will to
each person. Although the lovers had miraculously
united after a lifetime of separation and trials, they
could not venture forth together if one or the other
was incomplete, or afraid. Great love calls one to
arise and shine with equally great commitments to
refining one’s self and developing one’s courage.
Darkness descended and all was silent.
Darkness can be foreboding. It can arrive at the
intersection of loss and siphon away all vision and
sound. It can also appear as a result of Divine intervention. Note that the last three plagues God imposed over Egypt came with
darkness: Locusts removed continued on page 2
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Unless otherwise indicated, all
numbers are in the 928 area
code.

Congregation
Lev Shalom
Board of Directors

President
Lanny Morrison
526-3937
Vice-President
Paul Cohen
267-251-6473
Secretary
Bob Braudy
201-665-0168
Treasurer
Tom Henderson
527-0677
Members-at-large
Judi Braudy 914-263-3953
David Miggins
255-8061
Lori Pearlmutter 607-6958
Tal Rihanha
863-1144
Rachel Sturm
606-0122

Congregation
Lev Shalom
Contacts

Rabbi
Mindie Snyder
440-3644
Rabbi Emerita
Nina Perlmutter
777-8172
Temple Coordinator/Newsletter
Editor
Rachel Sturm
226-1945
Rachel@levshalomaz.org
Ritual Committee
Sandy Shaw
266-0854
Cantorial Soloist/Choir Director
Lynne Nemeth
526-3937
lynnenemeth@npgcable.com
Brotherhood Chair
Bob Braudy
201-665-0168
Sisterhood Chair
Judi Braudy
914-263-3953
Cemetery Coordinator
Tal Rihanha
863-1144

Sponsor an Oneg
FOR ANY OCCASION

Celebrate a Simcha, remember a
loved one or commemorate a
special event with your CLS
friends and family.
Contact Sandy Shaw,
Sisterhood, at
sandyshaw89@suddenlink.net
or 973-464-0353 to sign up.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
the sun from the sky, in Exodus 10:5,15. Darkness became so “thick” you could touch it, in
Exodus 10:21-22. Then, the killing of the first
born occurred within the dark of night. Torah
uses the Hebrew word for “Destroyer” (hamashhite) twice when referencing God during the
story of the 10th plague in Exodus 12:13, 23.
Yes, darkness can reflect many things, including
destruction.
Partnerships, like light and darkness, also come
in many configurations. Some are eternal and
others are of much shorter duration. There is the
partnership between God and the person, partnerships between individuals, partnerships between employee and employer, between an individual and their community, and so on...Some
are healthy, mutually compassionate, nourishing
and productive. Others can be manipulative,
tense with power struggles, harmful to the point
of destruction.
In the short and long term, positive outcomes are
achieved through partnerships which are enlightened. These partnerships embody trust, embolden creativity, demonstrate dependability, foster
mutually supportive bonds, employ empathy and
achieve authenticity. Of course, harm to another
is to be avoided, especially when other options of
engagement are available. Although many qualities of God are worthy of duplicating in our journey through life, we need to look closely at God,
“The Destroyer”, being careful not to model it
within the context of our human relationships
and cover them in darkness.
Hanukkah comes upon us early this year. Here,
God is our partner as we co-create light in the
darkness. Within the Maccabees story (which is
not found in our Torah, but in The Apocrypha)
God is hidden and seems to act behind the
scenes, aiding the Maccabees’ victory and contributing to the miracle of light. Another story that
accompanies Hanukkah is how Beit Hillel prevailed over Beit Shammai when it came to lighting the candles. Shammai thought the eight
lights should be lit on the first night, whereas
Hillel argued that the lights of Hanukkah should
be increased over the course of the eight days,
not decreased. Therefore, one of the timeless
messages of this holiday season is to add light,
not only to the night, but to our days and between each other.
Darkness was created by the Holy One of
Blessing, just as light was created by The Holy
One of Blessing. Recent weeks have revealed
ongoing disasters, from murders by men with
guns, to annihilation by fire, devastation by air
and water. Personal and societal vulnerability
abound in the face of violence and natural disasters. Our sense of safety and normalcy has been

eroded. We can wonder where God is hiding.
From a multi-cultural perspective, there is
something referred to as “darkness by day”.
The ancient Egyptians perceived this phenomena as the undesirable absence of divinity. In
these trying times, we never know where, when,
or how something terrible may befall us. Now, I
ask you, what do the stirrings of your heart call
upon you to do? How will you sustain your faith
and add your light to this darkest time of year?
What kind of partnerships will you create and
nurture? Do you have the courage to rise up
and commit to forms of action that change
things for the better? If not, what inner work
needs to occur in order for you to do what
needs to be done? When will you begin? There
is no time like the present and the present is
our greatest gift this Hanukkah.

COMMUNITY
HANNUKIAH LIGHTING
AT CITY HALL
DECEMBER 3 AT 5:30PM
Please join us at City Hall at 5:30 p.m. on
Monday, December 3rd, as Rabbi Mindie
Snyder officiates the Hanukkiah lighting by
Mayor Coral Evans and outgoing City Council
member Celia Barotz.
Light refreshments will be served.
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WE CAN COME TOGETHER
—LANNY MORRISON
The Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI)
release of hate crime statistics for 2017
showed a year-over-year increase of 17 percent.
The Washington Post commented on this
release: “Reported hate crimes in America rose
17 percent last year, the third consecutive year
that such crimes increased, according to newly
released FBI data that showed an even larger
increase in anti-Semitic attacks. . . Anti-Semitic hate crimes rose
37 percent in 2017.”
The FBI defines a hate crime as follows:
“A hate crime is a traditional offense like murder, arson,
or vandalism with an added element of bias. For the
purposes of collecting statistics, the FBI has defined a
hate crime as a ‘criminal offense against a person or
property motivated in whole or in part by an offender’s
bias against a race, religion, disability, sexual
orientation, ethnicity, gender, or gender identity.’ Hate
itself is not a crime—and the FBI is mindful of protecting
freedom of speech and other civil liberties.”
Some discount the increase in such crimes as better reporting by
states and localities, but the reality is a true increase in incidents.
The increases are not surprising given the polarization extant in
this country (and, increasingly in the world) and demonization of
those who are “other” particularly through social media. Some is
done in code, as noted by The Southern Poverty Law Center:
“Infowars fans blame ‘globalists‘ – a label that is often used
interchangeably with ‘Jews’ – seeking to dumb down Western
populations wit ‘low-IQ migrants’ who are more easily controlled.”
Others are more explicit “r/KillTheJews” and “r/KKK”, subs which
were banned by Reddit after the killing of Heather Heyer in
Charlottesville, VA.
For Jews, the murders of the innocents at the Tree of Life
Synagogue in Pittsburgh brought the hate close to home. Thanks
to Rabbi Mindie and her Soul Friends, Flagstaff demonstrated
that people from all religions can come together to mourn,
comfort, and begin to heal in the aftermath of unimaginable
tragedy. One attendee who attended the November 3rd memorial
Shabbat service posted the following on Facebook:
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and allowed my tears to flow freely.
The synagogue is located in a residential area in Flagstaff
in a home where all of the interior walls have been taken
down other than kitchen and bathrooms.
I was warmly greeted at the door and were offered a
yamaka. Mine fell off several times and a kind man behind
me swapped his yamaka for him. That didn’t help a whole
bunch, but I appreciated his inclusion of me.
There were many families present. I was moved to see a
father and son sitting together in front of me with the
father leading his son in the rhythm of the service.
The people in my row offered me the Siddur, the Jewish
Prayer Book. I was startled to see that it was ‘backwards’
in that it opened from right to left instead of left to right.
Most of the service was in English, but a substantial
portion was in Hebrew. There was a lovely Cantor Soloist
who had a beautiful soprano voice. Hearing her golden
voice was surprisingly moving for me. I realized that the
Jewish religion has been with us for over 5,000 years, and
the sense of tradition and connection was overwhelming.
The sense of family and the Holy Spirit was overwhelming.
There was a lovely part of the service where a half dozen
ministers from other churches were invited to speak. That
was deeply affecting. I am proud to say that one of the
speakers was my minister from Unity of Flagstaff. My tears
flowed freely again. A box of tissues was passed around
row to row. I took two tissues.
I am so glad that I attended synagogue today. It was one of
the most moving services I have ever gone to.”
Yes, we can and must come together to stop the hate.
B’shalom.

CLS COMMUNITY MEMORIAL

“Attending Temple Today
I wept. Frequently.
I am a Christian. However, I unequivocally state that I
experienced the presence of God while attending a
synagogue today. Today, I was one of the children of
Abraham with my brothers and sisters.
After the murders at the Tree of Life Synagogue in
Squirrel Hill in Pittsburgh, and being invited by email
friend to show up for Shabbat on November 2-3, 2018, I
attended Flagstaff’s Congregation Lev Shalom, a
Reform Temple for services today at 10:00 a.m.
I was resisting tears beginning when I arrived. At the
beginning of the service the Rabbi Mindie warmly
welcomed everyone who was there. That did it. I let go

Photos courtesy of Ben Shanahan for the AZ Daily Sun
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THANKS TO OUR DONORS
To the General Fund:
Ron and Linda Borkan
Bob and Harriet Sherwin (In Loving Memory of Jerry Shvemar)
Jeanne and David Zimmerman
To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund:
Lanny Morrison and Lynne Nemeth (In Memory of
Joe Van Hoorebeke)
Bob and Harriet Sherwin
To the Rabbi’s Supplemental Income Fund:
Bob and Harriet Sherwin

CHANUKAH GIFT SHOP
The Sisterhood will have the CLS gift shop open:
 Sunday, December 2nd 9:30a.m.—12p.m.
Last call before Chanukah begins! The gift shop will
have many Chanukah items available, including menorahs &
candles, chocolate gelt, dreidels and a variety of unique Chanukah
gifts, music and games. New items at the Sisterhood gift shop include tall, lovely Hanukkah candles from Israel and over twenty
silver Judaica items from Aaron Rubinstein, a nationally known
jeweler.
Schmooze while you shop!
Bagels and cream cheese will be served.

LEVTY NEWS
The youth group is having a Chanukah party on
Friday Dec. 7 from 6-8PM
and we want your teen to
come! Thanks to the
Sturms for generously
offering their house.
Join us for a Chanukah celebration to include a menorah lighting, latkes, dreidels
and a White Elephant gift exchange* (bring
a gift worth no more than $10.)
Directions will be provided upon RSVP to
Nena: 928-310-2252.

Upcoming NFTY
Kallah Events:


January 25-January 27, 2019 is Winter Kallah at Temple
Kol Ami in Scottsdale. If your teen is interested, please call
Lori Pearlmutter. Scholarships may be available.



And Spring Kallah is April 12-14 in Mesa

For detailed information and for other events, visit
https://southwest.nfty.org/get-involved/events/. To register for
a Kallah, go to
https://urjnfty.campintouch.com/ui/forms/application/camper/
App.
If you are interested or know of anyone interested in joining this
group which is open to all Jewish teens in Flagstaff, please call
Lori Pearlmutter at 928-607-6958.

CLS BOARD MEETING REMINDER
The Board of Trustees of Congregation Lev Shalom will meet on
Monday, December 17th, at 6:00 p.m. at the synagogue. Members of the Congregation are welcome to attend. Please advise
Lanny Morrison (president@levshalomaz.org or (928) 526-3937)
if there are matters that you would like the Board to consider or
if you would like an advance copy of the agenda for the meeting.
Please be aware that non-board members will be asked to step
out of the meeting should the Board go into executive session to
address matters deemed to be of a confidential nature by the
Board, such as personnel issues or matters dealing with specific
members.

T H E BU L L ET I N
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SISTERHOOD NEWS
—JUDI BRAUDY
Pacific District
Women of Reform Judaism Conference
October 18-21 Rabbi Mindie Snyder, Sandy Shaw,
Jamie Shadian and Judi Braudy attended the Pacific
District Women of Reform Judaism conference in San
Diego, aided with a $400 scholarship awarded to first
timers, which was divided among the group. There
were over 160 Sisters, coming from El Paso to
Vancouver, Canada. It was great seeing our Tucson, Tempe, El
Paso and Albuquerque friends who had come to our Flagstaff
Southwest Area Day, plus meeting over a hundred new women.
In addition to hearing inspiring speakers such as Dr. Rabbi Tamara
Eskenazi, editor of the Women’s Torah Commentary, Rabbi Marla
Feldman, WRJ’s Executive Director, voting on revised by-laws, and
attending Friday night services at a beautiful local synagogue, there
were six workshop choices at each of four breakout sessions.
Our Flagstaff group mostly split up to capture as much information
as possible. Rabbi Mindie led a group on creative and spiritual
responses to the news of our day. Among other workshops attended
were social action and citizen lobbying, hot topics in social justice,
active listening, fundraising, liturgical music, dealing with conflict
and change in your community, and creative ideas for programming,
food and decor.
In addition to specific workshop information, our biggest takeaways
from the event were the relationships and contacts both renewed
and gained, as well as being inspired by the worldwide scope of
WRJ’s active, compassionate, amazing projects.

INVOCATION AT
KINGMAN CITY HALL
Congregation Lev Shalom was recognized as the
newest WRJ affiliate at Pacific District Convention
Photos courtesy of Judi Braudy

Rabbi Mindie Snyder giving the Invocation
at the Kingman City Hall meeting, Mohave
County, November 6th, 2018. Rabbi Snyder
is the first rabbi to be invited to give the
Invocation at this monthly meeting. She is
an active member of KUPA (Kingman
United Pastoral Association.)
Photo courtesy of Rabbi Mindie Snyder

The next CLS Sisterhood meeting will be held at Judi Braudy’s
home, 5980 E. Jeremy Ln., on Wednesday,
December 12th at 7pm. All CLS women are
invited!
The Sisterhood walks for December are as follows:
 Sunday, December 9th 9:30am Buffalo Park
 Sunday, December 23rd 9:30am Buffalo Park
If you have any questions, please contact Judi, Sisterhood Chair, at
azjudi@gmail.com or 914-263-3953.

HOOD HAPPENINGS—BOB BRAUDY
Members of the Hood will be meeting at 5:30pm on
December 6th at The McMillan.
For further information about the Congregation Lev Shalom
Brotherhood, please contact Bob Braudy at
rsbraudy@earthlink.net or 928-266-0327.

T H E B U L L E T IN
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Fun withTorah Tots

Photos
Courtesy
of
Joe
Seidenberg

Advertising Corner
If you are interested in advertising in The Bulletin, please contact Rachel Sturm at
info@levshalomaz.org. Classified advertising for members is free! Business advertising rates
are extremely reasonable! Get your message out to hundreds of people each month and
support the congregation by advertising in the Bulletin!

Classified
Voice lessons
Lynne Nemeth is now
offering voice lessons,
group and individual for all
ages. Rates are very
reasonable.
123 N. San Francisco St.
Flagstaff, AZ 86001
phone (928) 220-5012 •
fax (888) 633-8880
email
Ag@theginsberggroup.com

8783 E. Neptune Drive
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
lynnenemeth@npgcable.com
▪
928-526-3937

MAZEL TOV!
To those celebrating birthdays
in December—
Leilah Danielson – 12/5
Becca Sturm – 12/10
Jonathan Armus – 12/16
Zachary Leib-Perry – 12/16
Gabriel Trilling – 12/16
Ralph Martin – 12/17
Benjamin Miggins – 12/17
Eric Meeks – 12/19
Doris Martin – 12/26
Sandy Shaw – 12/29
Chris Coffey – 12/31

TH E B U L LE TI N
is th e m o n th ly pu blic atio n o f
Co n g re g at io n L e v S h a lo m .
S e n d n e w s le tte r s u bm is s io n s to R ac h e l S tu rm a t
In fo @ le vs h alo m a z .o rg .
S u bm is s io n s m u s t be
re c e ive d by th e 2 0th o f e ac h
m o n th .

Flagstaff Community
Interfaith Thanksgiving
Program

Photos courtesy of Priest Marianna Gronek
& Bob Sherwin

Soul Friends: Coconino United Religious Leadership Association gathered with the Flagstaff community at the Aquaplex for their
Third Annual Thanksgiving program, which included multi-religious prayers, spontaneous personal reflections, food, fellowship and
monetary donations.
Rabbi Mindie Snyder facilitated the program. Clergy and religious leaders representing Beacon Unitarian Universalist Congregation,
Canterbury Episcopal Campus Ministry in Flagstaff, Christ Church of Flagstaff, Christian Science Society, Epiphany Episcopal Church, First
Congregational Church of Christ, Flagstaff Arizona East Stake Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Unity of Flagstaff, Living Christ
Lutheran Church, Shepherd of the Hills, Spiritual Assembly of the Bahai’is of Flagstaff, and Trinity Heights United Methodist Church were
present to give blessings from their traditions. Our Cantorial Soloist, Lynne Nemeth, shared four different musical compositions from
Judaic and Christian liturgies.
We are most grateful for the support of our Flagstaff community who filled the gathering space. Donations for the Food Pantry totaled over
400.00 this year.

Havdalah in the Home
Todah Rabbah to our
hosts
Bob & Judi Braudy
&
Andrea Graber

Photos courtesy of Judi Braudy & Andrea Graber

A number of individuals from the synagogue have volunteered to help make the
Violins of Hope a success for our community. Should you have interest in learning
how you too can help, please email Bob Braudy at rsbraudy@earthlink.net.

SEATING IS LIMITED for the 2/28 Adult Program. Register to attend this no charge
event as soon as possible to reserve your spot.
https://violinsofhopenaz.eventbrite.com/

