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Every Monday at 12:30 
 Torah Study Group 
 

 

 
Friday, October 5 
 7pm Shabbat Services 
Saturday, October 6 
 10am Shabbat Morning   
 Services 
Friday, October 12 
 7pm Shabbat Services 
Sunday, October 14 
 12pm Adult Education 
Friday, October 26 
 5:30pm Family Shabbat & 
 Potluck Dinner 
 

 
Friday, November 2 
 7pm Shabbat Services 
Friday, November 9 
 7pm Shabbat Services 
Saturday, November 10 
 10am Shabbat Morning 
 Services 
Friday, November 16 
 7pm Shabbat Services 
Sunday, November 18 
 12pm Adult Education 
Friday, November 30 
 5:30pm Family Shabbat & 
 Potluck Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

Unless otherwise noted,  

  all services are led by 

  Rabbi Mindie Snyder.  

Note: This is from the Rabbi’s 

drash from Rosh Hashanah. 

 

You can’t use up creativity 

The more you use the more you 

have 

Maya Angelou 

 

Within our community there are many creative 

people across the generational spectrum.  We 

have people who think, dream and learn in a 

multitude of ways.  We have people who thrive 

when attending to minute details... and among 

us are those who see the big picture all at once 

and fashion all the steps which contribute to it.  

Each of us is a piece of a much greater puzzle of 

life itself... and as unique as we are, we really do 

need one another to raise up our world through 

Tikkun Olam.                       

 

The beginning of B’reishit/Genesis details the 

Biblical origins of our people and the world in 

which we live. Last night, I referenced “tohu 

v’vohu” - and how universal order emerged from 

chaos.  Anyone who has stood before a blank 

canvas or a blank piece of paper in preparation 

for some kind of creative expression knows 

about a special feeling of discomfort.  Before the 

first mark appears, one is a “walker between 

worlds”: the world that one is used to, or familiar 

with, and the surprise that awaits.  Once that 

canvas or piece of paper receives paint or ink, 

something has changed.  Something new emerg-

es.                                

 

B’tzelem Elohim- acting in the image of God- we, 

too, may decide that the emerging work is 

“good” and want to keep it...or, we may want to 

wipe out the initial expression and start all over 

again.  Unlike God, of course, we are not wiping 

out an entire world, but we do get to experience 

a fresh start. 

 

And so it is with our New Year... we gather together 

to reclaim our affiliation with our Jewish tradition 

and the God of our understanding, while engaging 

in personal and communal acts of renewal. This is 

the time when our spiritual GPS has the opportunity 

to recalculate our route. 

 

Somewhere, something incredible is waiting to be 

known 

Carl Sagan 

 

Questions arise: 

 

What will fuel our renewal this year?  What will sus-

tain us and keep us on track so that we accomplish 

what we set out to accomplish?  Are we willing to be 

open to receiving surprises?  How flexible and how 

present can we be in any situation?  

 

Rabbi Brant Rosen recently wrote about Creation 

and Torah.  He said: 

 

Most people don’t realize it, but there are actually 

two completely different creation stories in the book 

of Genesis. Though we tend to conflate them to-

gether in our imagination, Genesis, chapter one and 

Genesis chapter two offer separate accounts of 

how the world came to be.  And the really remarka-

ble thing is that the Torah makes no bones about it.  

After we finish with the first creation story, we just 

rewind right back to the beginning, version two. No 

segue, no explanation. The Torah just starts over 

and offers us totally different versions: 

 

Version One is the famous seven days of creation. 

God creates a neat and orderly world out of dark 

watery chaos... 

 

In Version One, God is an all-powerful, omnipotent 

being, totally in control... The world God creates is 

perfection itself: there is an exquisite beauty, order 

and symmetry to God’s plan – and to the final prod-

uct. By the end of the story, 
continued on page 2  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
we sense a world in perfect balance –a universe 

in which everything is as it should be.  

 

Creation Story, Version Two, is completely differ-

ent from Version One. In the second story, God 

seems to be making it up as God goes along.   

The story begins with a sort of untended world 

already in existence. God creates a man out of 

the earth, puts him in the Garden of Eden, and 

tells him to tend it. God determines that it is not 

good for the man to be alone, so God forms a 

woman out of his rib to be his helper. You all 

know the rest of the story – things don’t go so 

well for Adam and Eve in the garden. They eat 

from the Tree of Knowledge, their eyes are 

opened, they suffer the consequences, and are 

eventually banished from the garden forever. 

 

Unlike Creation, Version One, Creation, Version 

Two does not end happily. It does not end with 

everything as it should be. On the contrary, it 

ends in a mess. It ends with Adam and Eve learn-

ing about their mortality – that their life will 

sometimes entail pain. That nothing comes easi-

ly. That happy endings, the kind described in 

Version One, are not guaranteed in life. 

 

To this day, no one really knows why these two 

versions sit side by side. 

 

Some think that Torah presents us with the juxta-

position of the ideal and the actual, the dream 

vs. the reality, that which is pristine vs. that which 

is messy to demonstrate a democratic notion of 

options.  Perhaps, these texts illustrate that there 

always can be (at least) two sides to any story 

and there can be truth in each of them? Perhaps 

we need to look at how God appears in different 

ways at different times, affecting Creation?  What 

do you think?... 

 

In this new year, consider your own Creation sto-

ry. Will it appear out of a mess? Might you experi-

ence a smoother journey forward with fewer ob-

stacles? 

 

Last week, I saw a poster in a doctor’s office and 

it said: 

 

Don’t limit your challenges 

Challenge your limits 

 

Our New Year will most likely involve challenges 

of one kind or another.  How we show up for 

these “opportunities” will make all the difference. 

 

As you walk forward into your creation of 5779, 

consider the following: 

 

1. Show your true self 

2. Incorporate security into your relationships

(people, pets, anyone or anything you tend 
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to shouldn’t wonder how you feel about 

them or if you will show up for them...) 

3. Go with the flow: you don’t always need to 

control every outcome every day 

4. Fear not being wrong 

5. See others as equals 

6. Feel real sympathy and real empathy 

7. Enjoy collaboration and sharing your power 

8. Experience authentic feelings in the mo-

ment you have them 

9. Listen...Listen...Listen 

10. Give genuine compliments 

11. Be kind...If you can be anything, be kind 

12. Keep moving... 

 

Remember that doubt can paralyze and destroy 

more dreams than failure ever will. 

 

(Rabbi...) Thomas Edison observed: 

 

Many of life’s failures are experienced by peo-

ple who did not realize how close they were to 

success when they gave up. 

  

Never...Never...Never give up on your Creation 

story.  Your unfolding story is your gift- your New 

Year’s present... 

 

Today, we stand before a blank canvas awaiting 

the new expressions of our lives.  What would 

happen if this year, in 5779, we were to “dare 

greatly” as never before? 

 

Former United States President Theodore  

Roosevelt (of blessed memory) said: 

 

It is not the critic who counts; not the person 

who points out how the strong one stumbles, or 

where the doer of deeds could have done them 

better. The credit belongs to the person who is 

actually in the arena, whose face is marred by 

dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; 

who errs, who comes short again and again, 

because there is no effort without error and 

shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do 

the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the 

great devotions; who spends themselves in a 

worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end 

the triumph of high achievement, and who at 

the worst, if they fail, at least they fail while 

daring greatly, so that their place shall never be 

with those cold and timid souls who neither 

know victory nor defeat.” 

 

This year, I encourage us all to bring our 

dreams forward, to welcome the challenges as 

they appear and to dare greatly. 

 

Amen. 

 

HONDA PILOT 
 FOR SALE 

Jeff Berglund and Monica Brown 

donated a 2006 Honda Pilot  

8-Passenger 4 WD to the  

synagogue to sell to raise funds 

for the synagogue. $3,250.  

Contact  

president@levshalomaz.org 

if interested. 

mailto:president@levshalomaz.org
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THOU SHALT NOT STEAL 
—LANNY MORRISON 

I want to make you aware of a recent scam 

attempt. Our Beloved Treasurer, Tom 

Henderson, recently received a series of three 

emails, all supposedly from me as the president 

of Congregation Lev Shalom. The first email 

read: “I need you to initiate a payment to a 

vendor, confirm if you can process it today so I 

can forward you the instructions.” The second 

email provided bank details (name, account number, etc.) to 

“transfer $3200 to them for maintenance services.” The last 

email read: “its for the synagogue basic and domestic needs for 

services (Supplies). Send me transaction confirmation as soon as 

its done.” The email address from which these emails emanated 

was my synagogue email, which only forwards mail to me and 

cannot be used to send emails to anyone else (including to the 

treasurer’s synagogue email, which received them). Therefore, 

the real source of the emails was masked. Both email addresses 

used are listed on synagogue website. We recognized it as a 

scam. Because our website is on the Union for Reform Judaism 

(URJ) platform, we notified URJ. We also filed a police report of 

the attempted scam. 

 

With respect to URJ, I posted essentially the same above 

paragraph on URJ’s conversational platform “The Tent”.  In 

response, I discovered we have not been alone in scam attempts 

on synagogues and other Jewish organizations. Below is a 

sampling from other synagogues. 

 

“This exact scam happened to the WRN (Women's Rabbinic 

Network) where I serve as Treasurer. I also was highly suspicious 

of the e-mail, and contacted the president right away. Of course, 

she had not sent the e-mail. It did come from her e-mail address, 

but this is not the way we pay bills, and the language used in the 

e-mail was not language the president would have used. Do you 

think this is only targeted to Jewish organizations? The best 

defense against this kind of thing is to have good internal 

controls in place, and to listen to your head when you suspect 

that there might be a problem.” 

 

“We got that one too... another supposedly from the rabbi asking 

me as business manager to wire money to someone in Idaho 

(we're in the SF Bay area). This was repeated with requests from 

our other rabbi, also the Exec. Dir. Then we got another one about 

we were delinquent in our power bill, send $500 now or the 

power will be shut off. I had fun with this one because I told them 

"please come and shut our power down. I really want the power 

shut off". Of course they weren't coming. They'd “We got that one 

too... another supposedly from the rabbi asking me as business 

manager to wire money to someone in Idaho (we're in the SF Bay 

area). This was repeated with requests from our other rabbi, also 

the Exec. Dir. Then we got another one about we were delinquent 

in our power bill, send $500 now or the power will be shut off. I 

had fun with this one because I told them ‘please come and shut 

our power down. I really want the power shut off’. Of course they 

weren't coming. They'd be in jail faster than an electron could 

flow. I could write a book about scams that are going around. 

Bottom line: Always check with others if this invoice/request is 

real before you do anything. Never send money just because an 

invoice is sent to you.” 

 

“We had a similar experience but quickly realized it was a scam 

because of the wording. It happened two separate times, once when 

our Treasurer was no longer the treasurer, and once saying I needed 

money from my first vp. We also suspected info on our website 

which identifies officers, so we asked that emails be scrubbed. 

Thanks for the reminder, which reminds me to notify my board for 

future occurrences.” 

 

“We also had a similar experience using a variation of our Rabbi's 

email address and requesting a favor from each of our Directors. We 

knew it was a scam because the email was sent on Shabbat. The 

email information was ‘mined’ from contact information on our 

website. We removed all email addresses from our website and 

suggested that all those who received the email change the 

password on their email account.” 

 

“I've been getting similar emails from our president as well. The first 

time I check with her. Now I just delete!” 

 

“We just today had something similar using our rabbi's ‘email.’ 

Something similar happened a couple of years ago at a dog club 

where I am the treasurer! Stay alert!” 

 

“WE had the same experience purportedly from our rabbi to our 

office manager. Curiously, our rabbi was in Amsterdam at the time. 

We decided it was a scam and deleted the email. Good to know we 

are not alone.” 

 

I want to assure you that we, at Congregation Lev Shalom, are ever 

diligent and have strong internal controls to make certain all income 

and expenses are handled properly. Since synagogues and other 

Jewish organizations are being targeted by scammers who seek to 

steal from them, please let us know at once if any of you receive an 

email from president@levshalomaz.org. Thanks.  
 

B’shalom.  

CLS BOARD MEETING REMINDER 

The Board of Trustees of Congregation Lev Shalom will meet on 

Tuesday, October 23rd, at 6:00 p.m. at the synagogue. Members of 

the Congregation are welcome to attend. Please advise Lanny  

Morrison (president@levshalomaz.org or (928) 526-3937) if there 

are matters that you would like the Board to consider or if you would 

like an advance copy of the agenda for the meeting. 

 

Please be aware that non-board members will be asked to step out 

of the meeting should the Board go into executive session to ad-

dress matters deemed to be of a confidential nature by the Board, 

such as personnel issues or matters dealing with specific members. 

HOOD HAPPENINGS—BOB BRAUDY 

Now that we are past the High Holy Days, The Hood has elected to 

meet on Thursday, October 4 from 5:30–7PM at our usual watering 

hole.  Much to discuss especially the Violins of Hope program and 

implications for the entire community in Northern Arizona. 

 

For further information about the Congregation Lev Shalom  

Brotherhood, please contact Bob Braudy at rsbraudy@earthlink.net 

or 928-266-0327. 

mailto:president@levshalomaz.org
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To the General Fund: 

 Sara Aleman 

 Tammy Bird 

 Robert Lane                                                                                                                                                 

 Sandra and Stuart Leib                                                                                                                          

 Andrea and Peter Lichtenthal 

 Jim and Deb May 

 Bob and Linda Ourach 

 Bob and Harriet Sherwin (In Memory of Bob’s Father) 
 

To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: 

 Steven and Daisy Berbeco  
 
To the Sisterhood: 

 Carole Glass 

 Lori Pearlmutter 

 

To the Rabbi’s Supplemental Income Fund: 

 Andrea Graber                                                                                                                                          

 Andy and Vicky Sherman 

THANKS TO OUR DONORS 

SISTERHOOD NEWS 
—JUDI BRAUDY 

The next CLS Sisterhood meeting will be held at Judi Braudy’s 

home, 5980 E. Jeremy Ln., on Sunday, October 7th at 12pm. All 

CLS women are invited! 

 

The Sisterhood walks for July are as follows: 

 Sunday, October 14th 9:30am Buffalo Park 

 Sunday, October 28th 9:30am Buffalo Park 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Judi, Sisterhood Chair, 

at azjudi@gmail.com or 914-263-3953. 

LEVTY NEWS 

The youth group had a pizza and planning party this month. They 

decided on roles and responsibilities, discussed several upcom-

ing service ideas and planned a Hanukkah party to include the 

larger Jewish teen community of Flagstaff (Friday night, Dec. 7).  

 

Mark your calendars! 

Upcoming NFTY Kallah Events: 

 

 One is very soon - October 5 -7 in Prescott 

 

 January 25-January 27, 2019 is Winter Kallah at Temple 

Kol Ami in Scottsdale 

 

 And Spring Kallah is April 12-14 in Mesa 

 

For detailed information and for other events, visit 

https://southwest.nfty.org/get-involved/events/. To register for 

a Kallah, go to 

https://urjnfty.campintouch.com/ui/forms/application/camper/

App. 

Please contact Nena Bloom (nena.bloom@nau.edu or 928-310-

2252) or Lori Pearlmutter (lpearlmutter57@yahoo.com or  

928-607-6958, our parent coordinators, for more information. 

TODAH RABBAH 

Thank you to our sukkah construction 

crew: Kohl Glau, Tom Henderson,  

Lanny Morrison, Hannah Pearlmutter, 

and Lori Pearlmutter.  

 

Thank you to our sukkah decorators: 

Leilah Danielson, Kohl Glau, Mira 

Meeks, Hannah Pearlmutter, Lori 

Pearlmutter, Julia Plosker, Lea 

Plosker, Sophie Plosker, Robin  

Bronson and Rabbi Snyder.  

 

Thank you to Art Glass for removing the wooden Heichal  

Baoranim sign and repairing and painting the south exterior wall 

of the synagogue. 

mailto:nena.bloom@nau.edu
mailto:nena.bloom@nau.edu
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Advertising Corner  
If you are interested in advertising in The Bulletin, please contact Rachel Sturm at  

info@levshalomaz.org. Classified advertising for members is free!  Business advertising rates 

are extremely reasonable!  Get your message out to hundreds of people each month and 

support the congregation by advertising in the Bulletin!  

Classified   

 
Coldwell Banker/ 

Dallas Realty 
123 N. San Francisco St. 

Flagstaff, AZ 86001 
 

phone (928) 220-5012 •  
fax    (888) 633-8880 

 
email 

Ag@theginsberggroup.com  

MAZEL TOV!  
 

To those celebrating birthdays 

in October— 

 

David Miggins—10/11 

Helene Mann – 10/18 

Jill Pressman – 10/18 

Gary Pearlmutter – 10/22 

Josh Pearlmutter – 10/23  

Monica Brown – 10/24 

Mira Meeks – 10/31 

Voice lessons 
 

 
Lynne Nemeth is now 
offering voice lessons, group 
and individual for all ages. 
Rates are very reasonable. 
 

 

   8783 E. Neptune Drive   
   Flagstaff, AZ  86004  
 
   lynnenemeth@npgcable.com ▪        
 928-526-3937 
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THE BULLETIN  
 

is  the month ly  pu bl ic ation  of  

Congregat ion  Lev Sha lom.  
 
 

Send newsletter su bmis -

s ions  to  Rachel  S turm a t  

In fo@levshalomaz.org .  
 

Submiss ions  must be   

received  by  the 20th  of  each 

month .    

mailto:Ag@theginsberggroup.com





