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T H E BU L L E T I N
Upcoming at the Shul
Every Monday at 12:30
Torah Study Group

Friday, March 2
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, March 3
10am Shabbat Morning
Services led by Leah Mundell
Friday, March 9
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, March 10
10am Shabbat Morning
Services
Sunday, March 11
12pm Adult Education
Friday, March 16
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, April 7
10am Shabbat Inter-Religious
Ed Program, Yizkor &
Passover Brunch
Friday, April 13
7pm Shabbat Services
Friday, April 20
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, April 21
10am Shabbat Morning
Services
Sunday, April 22
12pm Adult Education
Friday, April 27
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, April 28
10am Shabbat Morning
Services

Unless otherwise noted,
all services are led by
Rabbi Mindie Snyder.
Congregation Lev Shalom
P.O. Box 31058
2609 N. Patterson Boulevard
Flagstaff, AZ 86003
(928) 527-8747
www.levshalomaz.org

SEEKING OLAM HABA—RABBI MINDIE SNYDER
Unable are the loved to die, for
love is immortality.
Emily Dickenson
Rabbis and scholars, mystics and
philosophers have addressed the
immortality of the soul according
to Jewish tradition. Some have envisioned a
Garden of Eden or some other expression of
Paradise existing beyond the veil of time as we
know it. This is where the souls of the righteous
go to thrive. Speculation of such a beautiful and
holy place has vigorously survived for centuries.
In Judaism, Olam HaBa has been understood as
“The World to Come”, whereas Olam alone signifies this world. Interestingly, Olam can also
mean “forever”. So, when we think of the eternal existence of the soul, we connect that to
Olam HaBa.
Many years ago, my beloved grandparents, who I
always imagined as somehow defying gravity
and time, died. Had my grandmother not contracted pneumonia, followed by a fatal coronary
in March, they would have been married sixty
years in October. My grandfather followed her in
death two years later and exactly a month apart
on the Hebrew calendar. I have yet to receive a
postcard from either of them, confirming that
they are happy and at peace in their heavenly
abode. Yet, Judaism will affirm that the soul is
immortal and Resurrection (for the righteous) is
at hand. Immortality and Resurrection are actually two separate concepts in Judaism, but both
can provide comfort to the person who has experienced the death of a loved one. The fundamental message is that there is more to life beyond this life than we can perceive or know.
Resurrection, in our day, has been made popular
by World Christianities and is reinforced each
Easter with the theological affirmation of Jesus

as Messiah. The world, however, seems to forget
that this idea of Resurrection has been part of
Judaism, which understands that under certain
optimal circumstances, the dead will be revived
again (in their bodies) and live upon the earth. In
fact, Resurrection was attested during Maccabean
times. It remains embedded within our most important prayer, The Amida, and is addressed during
the upcoming pilgrimage festival of Passover. The
second blessing of the Amida is called Gevurah in
Hebrew. It means “strength or might”. This blessing
specifies the unique powers of the Holy One: “Your
lovingkindness sustains the living and Your great
mercies give life to the dead.” How many of us have
realized that the daily Amida values Resurrection as
a Divine intervention?
I slay and I revive. I wound and I will heal.
D’varim/ Deuteronomy 32:39
As of the First Century BCE, Rabbis taught that
Resurrection of the dead accompanied the arrival of
the Messiah, who would appear as a human with
cosmic connections. There are three often quoted
references to Resurrection in Torah: I Kings 17:1724:2 Kings 4:32-37:2 Kings 13:21. In the first, the
Prophet Elijah restores a deceased son to life. In
the second case, the Prophet Elisha asks God to
revive a child who has died. Lastly, a dead man is
cast into Elisha’s grave and when his body touches
the Prophet’s bones, he returns to life.
Both Rabbi Gamliel (leader of the Sanhedrin in the
First Century, who died in 52 CE) and Rabbi Meir
(“the miracle maker” who lived during the creation
of the Mishnah, 139-163 CE taught that the concept of resurrection could be deduced from textual
references in Torah. Rabbi Gamliel identified this
text from D’varim/Deuteronomy 31:16. “And Adonai
said to Moses, ‘Behold, you shall sleep with your
fathers and this people will rise up.’” Furthermore,
he quoted from Isaiah 26:19 in Neviim/Prophets, “
Your dead men shall live
continued on page 2
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
together with my dead bodies shall they arise...”
Rabbi Gamliel also saw evidence of Resurrection
in The Song of Songs/Shir haShirim from
Ketuvim/Writings. “And the roof of your mouth,
like the best wine of my beloved...that goes down
sweetly, causing the lips of those who are asleep
to speak.” Additionally, Rabbi Meir observed in
Sh’mot/ Exodus 15:1 that “sang” is not used,
rather “will sing” is written. Therefore, he concluded that Resurrection is deducible from Torah.
Other references can be found in Daniel 12:2-3,
where the theological concept of Resurrection is
articulated very clearly:
And many of those who sleep in the dusty earth
shall awake, some to everlasting life, others to
everlasting reproach and contempt. Then, the
knowledgable shall shine like the brightness of
the sky; those who justified the many, like the
stars, forever and ever.
Ezekiel 37:3-6 presents a spectacular image of
Resurrection with dry bones:
And He said to me, “Son of man, can these
bones live?” And I answered, “Lord God, You
know.” Then, He said to me, “Prophesy over
these bones, hear the word of the Lord! This is
what the Sovereign Lord says upon these bones:
Behold, I will cause breath to enter you and you
will live. I will lay sinews upon to you and
cover you with skin. I will put breath in you and
you will come to life.
Then you will know that I am the Lord.”
While I have not received any postcards from my
grandparents, nor aunts, uncles or friends sharing stories about life beyond this life, I hope and
pray that the wisdom of our tradition continues to
elevate us as we wonder about something more.
I hope and pray that we are continually reminded
that love is everlasting and the soul goes on...

THANKS TO OUR DONORS
To the Rabbi’s Supplemental Income Fund:
Gary and Lori Pearlmutter
To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund:
Shari Rosenbloom

Celebrate a Simcha, remember
a loved one or commemorate a
special event with your CLS
friends and family.
Contact Sandy Shaw,
Sisterhood, at
sandyshaw89@suddenlink.net
or 973-464-0353 to sign up.

To MEGA 2018:
Bob and Judi Braudy
Paul Cohen
Allen Ginsberg
Tom and Dorlee Henderson
Lanny Morrison and Lynne Nemeth
Sandy Shaw
Rabbi Mindie Snyder
To the CLS Sisterhood:
Judi Braudy
Lynne Nemeth
Shari Rosenbloom
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Congregation Lev Shalom’s
First Purim Cabaret
Photos courtesy of Lisa Miggins, Lanny Morrison,
Tedd Nickerson & Rachel Sturm
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THE STORIES OF WE ‘OTHERS’ ARE
INTERTWINED—LANNY MORRISON
In January and February, we had two
remarkable programs with members of
Flagstaff’s African-American community and
others as part of our Kabbalat Shabbat
services thanks to the organizing efforts of Rev.
Bernadine Lewis and Rabbi Snyder. First was
on January 12, 2018 when we celebrated the
life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Mayor Coral Evans, Rev. Lewis (Director of
Undergraduate Programs at the NAU W.A. Franke College of
Business), Dr. Frederick Gooding, Jr. (NAU Assistant Professor of
Ethnic Studies), Greg McAllister (NAIU Instructor of Ethnic
Studies), and Michele Ralston (Executive Assistant to Coconino
County Supervisor Art Babbott).
Second, on February 9, 2018 we shared a multi-cultural and
soulful evening in honor of Black History Month with Rev. Lewis,
Dr. Gooding, Mr. McAllister, Dr. Ricardo Guthrie (NAU Director and
Associate Professor of Ethnic Studies), and Deborah Harris
(former NAU Associate Dean of Student Life and Executive
Director of the Southside Community Association). Our guests
educated us about Black history, both nationally and locally.
For example, the Southside Community Association is housed at
the Murdoch Center, which is located at the site of the old
Dunbar Elementary School, whose enrollment was exclusively
Black. Before the Dunbar School was built, Black students were
taught in a designated room in Emerson School in downtown
Flagstaff. In 1927, the school was formally named Dunbar, after
African-American poet Paul Douglas Dunbar. Winslow High School
graduate, Cleo Murdoch became the principal. She died in 1940,
and for a time the school was without a leader. At the end of
World War II, Wilson Riles accepted the vacant position at the
Dunbar School. In 1954, the Flagstaff School District called a halt
to de facto segregation and closed Dunbar School, dispersing
students to neighborhood schools. Riles was from Los Angeles
and returned to California, where he would be thrice elected
Superintendent of Public Instruction for the State of California,
beginning in 1970.
In the 1970s, the city of Flagstaff bought the Dunbar complex,
which had fallen into disrepair, and rehabilitated it for use as a
recreation facility. It was renamed after Ms. Murdoch, for her
service to the students during the Great Depression.
Rabbi Mindie reminded us of our inter-connectedness with the
Black community with specific reference to Rabbi Abraham
Joshua Heschel and his relationship with Dr. King. At the local
level, we only need look in our own back yard. The MartinSpringer Institute at NAU is housed in Riles Hall. The Institute
“attends to the experiences of the Holocaust in order to relate
them to today’s concerns, crises, and conflicts. Our programs
promote the values of moral courage, tolerance, empathy,
reconciliation, and justice. Founded by Ralph and Doris Martin,
the Institute fosters dialogue on local, national, and international
levels.”
The February 18, 2018 issue of the Arizona Republic also
reminded us of our inter-connectedness: “In the 1930s,
surveyors with the federal Home Owners’ Loan Corporation drew
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lines on maps and colored some neighborhoods red, deeming them
‘hazardous’ for bank lending because of the presence of AfricanAmericans or European immigrants, especially Jews. “ This was
deemed “redlining”. It was not outlawed until enactment of the Fair
Housing Act of 1968, which protects people from discrimination
when they are renting, buying, or securing financing for any housing.
The prohibitions currently and specifically cover discrimination
because of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability and
the presence of children. I recall vividly 55 years ago marching on
the Iowa State House with other members of the Student Committee
on Racial Equality (SCORE) at Iowa State University for fair housing.
Our group, comprised mostly of Black athletes and Jews, was led by
Alan Bekelman (a Jewish graduate student) and Virgil Carr (a Black,
All-American wrestler, who became the president and CEO of United
Way of Detroit). I was drawn to SCORE because I felt like an “other”,
being one of only 40 known Jews out of 11,000 students at that
time at Iowa State. I felt like even more of an “other” when, as a
Midshipman, I was chastised by the Navy for having the audacity to
wear my Navy uniform during the march.
We are commanded 36 times in Torah to remember the widow,
orphan, and stranger. Ger is the Hebrew word in Torah often
translated as stranger. It has also been translated as sojourner,
immigrant, resident alien, male convert to Judaism, etc. I prefer the
context of “other”, because it is something to which I can relate. As
a Jew, a feel compelled to be mindful of every “other” in our midst
and to be watchful for how they are treated. We need to remember
that just because there may be protections under the law does not
mean that those protections will be enforced. The Arizona Republic
referenced above raised the specter that a new form of redlining
may be going on in housing without enforcement by the Federal
Government. When we were back East in December, a visit with a
friend who is an attorney for the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development confirmed that referrals to the U.S. Department
of Justice (DOJ) for enforcement action are not being followed up by
DOJ.
Whether or not you like the Great Society programs or later
programs, it is important to remember that Jews benefitted from
them by eliminating discrimination in education, housing, and
employment, for example. So, we need to pay attention whenever
there is an assault on one “other”, because it may actually be an
assault on all “others” including us.
B’shalom.

CLS BOARD MEETING REMINDER
The Board of Trustees of Congregation Lev Shalom will meet on
Monday, March 26th, at 6:00 p.m. at the synagogue. Members of
the Congregation are welcome to attend. Please advise Lanny
Morrison (president@levshalomaz.org or (928) 526-3937) if there
are matters that you would like the Board to consider or if you would
like an advance copy of the agenda for the meeting.
Please be aware that non-board members will be asked to step out
of the meeting should the Board go into executive session to address matters deemed to be of a confidential nature by the Board,
such as personnel issues or matters dealing with specific members.

T H E B U L L ET I N
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LEVTY NEWS—

ALYSA GREENBERG, ADVISOR
NFTY 9th-12th Spring Kallah and Elections
Location: Mesa, AZ Holiday Inn & Suites
Dates: April 20th-22nd








Enjoy time with new and old friends from NFTY & Camp in
our only hotel event
Sing your heart out at song sessions
Experiment with different approaches to prayer and spirituality through teen led services
Wrestle with hot topics and challenge your assumptions
during interactive teen-led programs
Elect the 2018-2019 NFTY-SW regional board
Say goodbye to the NFTY-SW Class of 2018 with heartwarming friendship circles

Price: $290 (register by 1/31) or $330 (register by 3/14)
https://southwest.nfty.org/event/nfty-sw-spring-kallahelections-2/?event_date=2018-04-20
Questions? alysa.greenberg@gmail.com
Alysa Greenberg, Advisor
Please contact Nena Bloom (nena.bloom@nau.edu or 928310-2252) or Lori Pearlmutter (lpearlmutter57@yahoo.com or
928-607-6958, our parent coordinators, for more information.

SISTERHOOD NEWS—JUDI BRAUDY
The next Sisterhood meeting will be held at Sandy
Shaw’s home, 8630 N Pleasant Valley Way, on
Sunday, March 18th at 12:30pm, with a lox and
bagels brunch. All CLS women are invited!
The Sisterhood walks for March are as follows:
 Sunday, March 4th 9:30 a.m. Buffalo Park
 Sunday, March 25th 9:30 a.m. Buffalo Park

SAVE THE DATE!
DAVID SYME CONCERT
ON JUNE 3
David Syme is returning to Flagstaff for a special concert this
summer and our Cantorial Soloist, Lynne Nemeth, will be
performing with him. More information to follow.

T H E B U L L ET I N

P age 6

CLS TU B’SHVAT COMMUNITY SEDER

Photos
Courtesy
of
Rachel
Sturm

CLS SOULFUL SHABBAT

Photos courtesy of Tedd and Susan Nickerson
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL—SUSAN NICKERSON
The month of March finds our Torah
Tots group singing and dancing to the
Modeh Ani and the Shema, with a
special visit from Johanan Semanas,
as well as continuing to learn what it
means to be a Mensch. Religious
school in the Month of March will be
exploring the Books of Exodus
(Shemot), and celebrate by
participating in a Seder.

Torah Tots (Pre-first grade)
Sunday, 3/4 at 9AM

Religious School
Sunday, 3/4 & 3/11 at 10AM

Photos courtesy of Tedd Nickerson

Advertising Corner

MAZEL TOV!

If you are interested in advertising in The Bulletin, please contact Rachel Sturm at
info@levshalomaz.org. Classified advertising for members is free! Business advertising rates
are extremely reasonable! Get your message out to hundreds of people each month and
support the congregation by advertising in the Bulletin!

To those celebrating birthdays
in March—
Laura Taylor – 3/19
Jerry Altman – 3/23
Ryland Coffey – 3/24

Classified
Voice lessons

Coldwell Banker/
Dallas Realty
5200 E. Cortland Boulevard,
Ste. D1
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
phone (928) 220-5012 •
fax (888) 633-8880
email
Ag@theginsberggroup.com

Lynne Nemeth is now
offering voice lessons, group
and individual for all ages.
Rates are very reasonable.
8783 E. Neptune Drive
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
lynnenemeth@npgcable.com ▪
928-526-3937

T H E B UL L E T I N
is t h e m o nt h ly p ub lic at io n o f
C o ng r e g at io n L e v S h alo m .
S e nd ne w s let t e r s ubm is s io ns t o R ach e l St ur m at
I nf o @ le v s h alo m az. o r g.
S ub m is s io ns m ust be
r e ce iv e d b y t h e 20t h o f e ach
m o nt h.

SAVE THE DATE!

