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T H E B U L LE T I N
Upcoming at the Shul
Every Monday at 12:30
Torah Study Group
Friday, June 15
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, June 16
10am Shabbat Morning
Service
Friday, June 22
7pm Shabbat Services
Sunday, June 24
12pm Adult Education
Friday, July 13
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, July 14
10am Shabbat Morning
Service
Friday, July 20
7pm Shabbat Services
Sunday, July 29
12pm Adult Education

Unless otherwise noted,
all services are led by
Rabbi Mindie Snyder.

Congregation Lev Shalom
P.O. Box 31058
2609 N. Patterson Boulevard
Flagstaff, AZ 86003
(928) 527-8747
www.levshalomaz.org

TRANSLATING TRANSITION—RABBI MINDIE SNYDER
To try to risk is failure.
But risks must be taken because
the greatest hazard in life is to
risk nothing.
The person who risks nothing,
does nothing, has nothing, is
nothing.
William Arthur Ward
Weddings and other life cycle events permeate
these months when Spring and Summer kiss.
Nature is in bloom. Our immediate world is
bathed in beauty, so much so, you could get
whiplash just from trying to take it all in:
colors, sounds, scents, movements. Each
Shabbat, we give thanks to God for the blessings
of daily miracles. This is a whole season of such
miracles. We should feel blessed.
However, for some of us, this time comes with
the anxiety of being “in between”. Some members of our community have graduated and will
be moving onto higher education or other professional experiences. Others have taken vows of
marriage and are poised to move into a new
home, in a new place, or invite children into their
family picture. Then, there are those who have
welcomed children. On the opposite side of
bringing new life into the world, some of us have
accompanied loved ones to their graves, having
completed their Earthly travels. Beginnings and
endings, while apparent opposites, have something in common: the middle part. There are
these places where the new thing hasn’t yet
begun and that which is destined toward completion, has yet to reach its final moment. Walking between worlds, the person in transition may
feel the ground beneath their feet falter. They
may become numb to mundane or exceptional
experiences because they do not feel secure or
settled. Still, there are those who fully embrace
the chaos of change and lunge into the unknown
with courage and confidence. Everyone has a
different style unique to them, reflective of their
spirit and their history.

Taking into account this idea of life transitions,
Brene Brown, PhD, researched fear and the power
of vulnerability. “What do people fear the most?”
she asked. Her inquiry led her straight into a surprise. The answer was “joy.” Why? There was a
fundamental and global fear of losing the thing or
person who heralded that state of joy. It was actually viewed as preferable to remain in a place of sadness or indifference, than in a state profoundly connected with joy. For example, if I love someone so
much that my days with them are drenched with joy
and something happens to them, I cannot imagine
the depth of that loss. Then, I can find a less profound loss more amenable. So, out of fear of joy, I
truncate my ability to feel strongly, in a positive way.
The state of transition, between here and there,
carries with it opportunities to alter one’s paradigm,
for the good, but in life, there are no guarantees.
Each year at this time when Spring and Summer
kiss, Jewish communities welcome our middle pilgrimage festival, Shavuot (The Feast of Weeks). This
can be a season of weddings, births, b’nai mitzvah,
as well as other changes. We are commanded to
celebrate in joy, but not everyone can do that.
Consider the changes that are behind you and before you. How do you reflect upon them? What
have you learned? What do you need to learn?
As we read the Book of Ruth (Megillat Rut), we
learned about a family going through one transition
after another. We learned how Ruth rises to the
occasion and we observed her compassion, her
clarity and her courage. We also know that from
this woman, who was from the tribe of our enemy,
the Moabites, came the greatest king of Israel,
David. Ruth, in many ways, defies gravity. Her presence in our historical narrative, speaks to our very
human ability to successfully transition from one
circumstance to the next. We learned from Ruth
that change is possible. Happiness awaits, sometimes behind the blur of that
which appears devastating. continued on page 2
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Behind the veil between here and there, The Holy
One watches and waits with a spiritual safety net,
poised and ready to cushion the fall. The way
forward is made possible in ways we cannot foresee. Our Torah is filled with such stories for a
reason; to inspire and inform.
How will you translate your transitions in the
weeks and months ahead?
It can be really helpful to understand the role of
transition as a life raft holding our stories from
behind and ahead, carrying us onto the next part
of our journey. It can also be helpful to experience the joy of the moment as you find it, for it is
too precious to be diminished by fear of the unknown. If you are in transition now, know you will
be in your desired place, soon. If you are afraid
of what cannot be seen, but happiness is clearly
present, welcome it, for it is real and it belongs to
you.
"I dreamed I floated at will in the great ether, and
I saw this world also not far off, but diminished to
the size of an apple.
Then an angel took it in his hand and brought it
to me and said,
'This must thou eat.'
And I ate the world."
Ralph Waldo Emerson

LEVTY NEWS
Come celebrate the end
of the year at a LevTY
BBQ!

FOR ANY OCCASION

LevTY BBQ
Sunday, June 3 from 6-8 PM
at The Bloom/Schwartz house
call or email to RSVP and for directions
928-310-2252 or nenaflag@gmail.com.
Volunteer opportunities
The Flagstaff Family Food Center is looking for
teen volunteers in the reading room and packing emergency food boxes this summer.
Celebrate a Simcha, remember
a loved one or commemorate a
special event with your CLS
friends and family.
Contact Sandy Shaw,
Sisterhood, at
sandyshaw89@suddenlink.net
or 973-464-0353 to sign up.

Contact Nena Bloom for more information:
nenaflag@gmail.com.
Please contact Nena Bloom
(nena.bloom@nau.edu or 928-310-2252) or
Lori Pearlmutter (lpearlmutter57@yahoo.com or
928-607-6958, our parent coordinators, for
more information.

T H E BU L L ET I N

BEAWARE OF WOLVES IN SHEEP’S
CLOTHING—LANNY MORRISON
The front page of the May 20, 2018 The New
York Times had an article entitled “Israeli
Appeal To Evangelicals Stirs Backlash: Growing
Alliance Risks Polarizing U.S. Jews”. The article
begins:
“A night after the dedication on the new United
States Embassy in Jerusalem, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel convened
American evangelicals to plan their next steps.
In a conference room off his office, Mr. Netanyahu
thanked the small circle of prominent pastors and
activists on Tuesday for pressing President Trump to
open the embassy, breaking with decades of American
policy that Jerusalem’s status should be decided in
peace talks . . .
The culmination of decades of lobbying, the dedication
of the embassy in Jerusalem this past week doubled as
the most public recognition yet of the growing
importance the Netanyahu government now assigns to
Christian allies, even if some have been accused of
making anti-Semitic statements.”
Whether or not you agree with the process for moving the U.S.
Embassy in Israel, which I do not, it was an absolute travesty and
affront to Judaism and other religions including Christianity that
Rev. Robert Jeffress, pastor of the First Baptist Church in Dallas
and a member of President Trump’s evangelical advisory board,
was a participant in the embassy’s dedication, let alone the one
who delivered the opening prayer. In his prayer, he not only
alluded to the Second Coming but concluded the prayer with “in
the name and the spirit of the Prince of Peace Jesus our Lord.”
Just what are Rev. Jeffress’ beliefs? In a 2011 sermon, Jeffress
slammed religions other than his brand of Christianity: “Not only
do religions like Mormonism, Islam, Judaism, Hinduism — not only
do they lead people away from God, they lead people to an
eternity of separation from God in hell.” In a sermon in August
2010, Jeffress said that Prophet Muhammad and Islam promoted
pedophilia. Also in 2010, Jeffress referred to Roman Catholicism
as a "Satanic" result of "Babylonian mystery religion".
I could go on and on about Jeffress’ historical repugnant,
degrading remarks about those whose beliefs are different from
his own. Those degrading remarks prompted Mitt Romney to
tweet: “Such a religious bigot should not be giving the prayer that
opens the United States Embassy in Jerusalem.”
The Rev. John C. Hagee, founder and senior pastor of the mega
Cornerstone Church in San Antonio and chief executive officer of
Global Evangelism Television (GETV), gave the closing
benediction at the embassy dedication. Hagee said in the past
that the Holocaust occurred because God’s “top priority for the
Jewish people is to get them back to the land of Israel” – another
allusion to the Second Coming. In 2008, in response to a
question about this, he responded: "I learn from the Bible that the
children of Israel were punished by God for their iniquities. But I
do not presume to explain Jewish suffering in modern times. I
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only seek to alleviate it.” Hagee has also castigated Roman
Catholics on a number of occasions.
Sephardic Chief Rabbi Yitzhak Yosef blessed Ivanka and Jared the
day before the dedication. Rabbi Yosef, too, has a history of making
discriminatory statements. For example, in March 2016 he said in
weekly Saturday night lecture on Channel 10: “According to Jewish
law, gentiles should not live in the Land of Israel.” He added: “If a
non-Jew does not agree to take on the seven Noahide Laws, we
should send him to Saudi Arabia.” In March 2018 in his weekly
sermon at the Hayazdim synagogue in Jerusalem, he allegedly
likened people of black African descent to monkeys. He was
speaking on the topic of the Meshaneh HaBriyot blessing in the
Talmud regarding the sight of an unusual creature, either person or
animal. In referring to Black people, he used the ancient term
kushi, the term present in the Talmud. The term is considered
derogatory in modern Hebrew.
Leaders of the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) have strongly
condemned Rabbi Yosef’s statements as it has condemned Revs.
Jefress and Hagee.
We need seriously to consider the price being paid to secure
support for Israel. So what if Rev. Hagee, for example, has
generated millions of dollars in support of Israel? How is that
different than Esau giving up his birthright for a bowl of lentils? In
addition, whether it is Rev. Jeffress, Rev. Hagee, Rabbi Yosef, or
anyone else, no one should denigrate someone else's faith, religion,
ethnicity, etc. in order to elevate himself or herself, let alone do it in
the name pursuit of peace.
B’shalom.

MAZEL TOV TO THE NEWLYWEDS
Congregation Lev Shalom member Jerry Altman and Eileen Swartz
were married on May 20th in a beautiful ceremony at
Flagstaff’s Historic Colton House. The wedding was officiated by
Rabbi Mindie Snyder. Mazel Tov!

Photo courtesy of
Bob Braudy

CLS BOARD MEETING REMINDER
The Board of Trustees of Congregation Lev Shalom will meet on
Monday, June 26th, at 6:00 p.m. at the synagogue. Members of the
Congregation are welcome to attend. Please advise Lanny Morrison
(president@levshalomaz.org or (928) 526-3937) if there are matters that you would like the Board to consider or if you would like an
advance copy of the agenda for the meeting.
Please be aware that non-board members will be asked to step out
of the meeting should the Board go into executive session to address matters deemed to be of a confidential nature by the Board,
such as personnel issues or matters dealing with specific members.

T H E BU L L ET I N
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MAZEL TOV
TO OUR GRADUATES!
Ethan Rieley Hertz graduates from Coconino High
School (CHS), class of 2018, on June 1st. He is in
the top 10% of his class. At CHS, Ethan served as a
member of the National Honor Society and played
varsity soccer while completing college courses and
graduating from Trio Upward Bound, a college prep
program. Ethan has been awarded NAU’s
Lumberjack Scholarship and begins classes this
Fall. Ethan looks forward to his continued studies in
engineering and business, in addition to studying abroad.
Your family is proud of you! Congratulations on all that you have
accomplished!
Maya Miggins is graduating with honors from Flagstaff Arts and
Leadership Academy (FALA) on June 1st. Maya is a member of both
the National Honor Society and the National Arts Honor Society.
Maya’s time at FALA has reinforced her love of musical theatre and
studio arts. She has enjoyed her time on stage and been in many
shows. Maya has participated in humanitarian
aid/service learning trips to the Mexico Border
as well as Nicaragua. She has been an active
member of Lev Shalom’s youth group, LevTY,
serving as the Vice President of Communications for the past three years as well as the teen
representative to the congregation’s board of
trustees. Maya looks forward to taking a gap
year and spending some of that time as an Au
Pair overseas.
Joseph H. Reich graduated from Basis Flagstaff with High Honors on
May 19th. Over the years he has been involved in Speech & Debate,
Varsity Cross Country, Varsity Basketball and NFTY (North American
Federation of Temple Youth). He will be attending the University of
Arizona in the Honors College.
On May 19th, Rebecca Sturm graduated with High Honors from
Basis Flagstaff. At Basis, she participated in Varsity Cross Country,
National Honor Society, Literary Club, MIT Launch Club and Regional
Honor Band. She has volunteered extensively in
the community at The Literacy Center, Flagstaff
Arts Council, Camp Civitan for the Developmentally
Disabled and here at Congregation Lev Shalom as
an Aide in the Religious School for the past five
years. She is excited to attend ASU Barrett Honors
College as a changemaker in the Leadership
Scholarship Program and plans to pursue a dual
major in Global Studies and Global Health. Mazel
Tov, Becca!

HOOD HAPPENINGS—BOB BRAUDY
We all congratulate Jerry & Eileen Altman on their recent marriage.
The Hood will meet again in the near future.
For further information about the Congregation Lev Shalom
Brotherhood, please contact Bob Braudy at rsbraudy@earthlink.net
or 928-266-0327.

CLS ANNUAL MEETING
SUNDAY, JUNE 10TH AT 2PM
The annual meeting of members of Congregation Lev Shalom
will be Sunday, June 10th, at 2:00 p.m. at the synagogue. The
agenda will be limited to:





Revisions to the Congregation Lev Shalom bylaws
Election of Officers and At-Large Board of Trustee members
2018-19 Annual Budget

Members of the congregation will be provided detailed information on these items prior to the meeting. Only members of
the congregation will be permitted to vote on these items.
Section 2 of Article V of the present Bylaws provides the following in this regard:
“On all matters coming before meetings of the congregation
requiring a vote, any adult member 18 years and older in
good standing shall have one vote. Good standing shall
mean that all financial obligations to the congregation are
current.”

SISTERHOOD NEWS—JUDI BRAUDY
Our annual Sisterhood luncheon is Friday, June 15th, at 1899
Bar & Grill on the NAU campus at 11:30 a.m. RSVP to Judi
Braudy at azjudi@gmail.com or 914-263-3953 by June 12th, so
that a reservation may be made for the
group.
The Sisterhood walks for June are as follows:
 Sunday, June 10th 9am Walnut Canyon
 Sunday, June 24th 9am Buffalo Park
Please note the earlier summer start time.
Photo courtesy of Judi Braudy
If you have any questions, please contact Judi, Sisterhood Chair,
at azjudi@gmail.com or 914-263-3953.
**SAVE THE DATE—Women of Reform Judaism
Weekend with CLS July 13-15. See flyer in back of
Bulletin.**

THANKS TO OUR DONORS
To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund in Honor of the Marriage of
Jerry Altman and Eileen Swartz:
Lanny Morrison and Lynne Nemeth
David Syme Sponsorship:
Bob and Judi Braudy
Mike Loven
Shari Rosenbloom and Paul Cohen
Bryan Shanahan, DDS
The Ginsberg Group
Law Office of Daniel B. Kaiser, PC

T H E B U L L E T IN
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BAT MITZVAH

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL—SUSAN NICKERSON

ANNOUNCEMENT
MADELINE TRILLING

Along with the Rabbi the students worked on Shavuot
and Hebrew. Because this was the last day of religious
school and the children worked so hard on their religious studies this year, they celebrated the end with a
pizza party, which all enjoyed.

JUNE 23 AT 10AM

Please join us to celebrate as
Madeline Trilling becomes a Bat
Mitzvah!

Sunday, June 3rd will be the last day for Torah Tots
before the summer.

Madeline will lead the Shabbat
service with family friend Rabbi
Deborah Waxman on Saturday,
June 23rd, at 10am. The service will be held outside, under the tent at the Museum of Northern
Arizona, 3101 N. Fort Valley Rd. Please dress for the
weather!

Photos
courtesy
of Tedd
Nickerson

Torah Tots (Pre-first grade)
Sunday, 6/3 at 9AM

Advertising Corner
If you are interested in advertising in
The Bulletin, please contact Rachel Sturm at
info@levshalomaz.org. Classified advertising
for members is free! Business advertising
rates are extremely reasonable! Get your
message out to hundreds of people each
month and support the congregation by advertising in the Bulletin!

Lunch will follow the service, so please RSVP by
June 5 at tinyurl.com/madelinersvp.

ADL WORDS TO ACTION
Todah Rabah to Laura Taylor for facilitating ADL
Words to Action, an interactive workshop on
understanding and responding to Anti-Semitism
in today’s society.

Photo courtesy of Rachel Sturm

Classified
Voice lessons

Coldwell Banker/
Dallas Realty
5200 E. Cortland Boulevard,
Ste. D1
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
phone (928) 220-5012 •
fax (888) 633-8880
email
Ag@theginsberggroup.com

MAZEL TOV!
To those celebrating birthdays
in June—
Mike Taylor – 6/1
Tal Rihanha – 6/5
Joseph Sturm – 6/7
Linnea Armus – 6/8
Susan Nickerson – 6/14
Dana Leib-Perry – 6/15
Allen Ginsberg – 6/17
Ariel Coffey – 6/23
Tara Taylor – 6/26
Jack Ginsberg – 6/29
Nena Bloom – 6/30

Lynne Nemeth is now
offering voice lessons, group
and individual for all ages.
Rates are very reasonable.
8783 E. Neptune Drive
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
lynnenemeth@npgcable.com ▪
928-526-3937
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