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T H E BU L L E T I N
Upcoming at the Shul
Every Monday at 12:30
Torah Study Group
Saturday, April 7
10am Shabbat Morning
Services, Inter-Religious
Program, Yizkor &
Passover Brunch
Wednesday, April 11
7pm Yom Hashoah Program
Friday, April 13
7pm Shabbat Services
Friday, April 20
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, April 21
10am Shabbat Morning
Services
Sunday, April 22
12pm Adult Education
Friday, April 27
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, April 28
10am Shabbat Morning
Services
Friday, May 4
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, May 5
10am Shabbat Morning
Services
Sunday, May 6
12pm ADL: Words to Action
Program
Friday, May 18
7pm Shabbat Services
Saturday, May 19
6pm Shavuot Program
Friday, May 25
7pm Shabbat Services
Unless otherwise noted,
all services are led by
Rabbi Mindie Snyder.
Congregation Lev Shalom
P.O. Box 31058
2609 N. Patterson Boulevard
Flagstaff, AZ 86003
(928) 527-8747
www.levshalomaz.org

ATTENTION: PREPARE FOR LIFT OFF
—RABBI MINDIE SNYDER
There is no better exercise for
your heart than reaching down
and helping to lift someone up.
Bernard Meltzer
These days, people are marching
to express desire for societal
changes. Some are marching for
women’s rights, some are marching for LBGTQIA
rights, others are marching for equal rights
among all peoples, while there remain those
standing up for environmental health. Most
recently, young people began marching around
the world to call attention to gun violence, with
hope to end senseless killing. Schools are no
longer safe places, neither are entertainment
spaces, places of business or streets in general.
Our TaNaKh tells us in Kohelet/Ecclesiastes that
“there is nothing new under the sun.” Indeed,
violence has been around as long as humans
have been around. Jews recall all too well the
brother who killed his brother in the first book of
Torah: B’reishit/Genesis and we also know that
to murder one person is akin to murdering a
whole world. The first question in Torah is God
asking Cain, “What have you done?” And God
follows that question with a kind of proof text,
assuring Cain that the truth of his actions was
seen and heard:
Your brother’s bloods cry out to Me from the
ground….
B’reishit 4:10
Last month, I shared some information about
the concepts of Resurrection and Olam HaBa
(The World to Come). I explained that although
these theological ideas are embedded in Jewish
tradition, we have particular requirements for
the Messiah to bring about a new day. Aleinu! It
is upon us to make the world a better place,
beginning with the refinement of self. Living in a
world where the senseless murder of innocents

seems to be the norm, is not reflective of a society
that is heralding the Messianic Age. So, even
though we have a spiritual understanding that there
is more to life than this life, we also understand that
we need to do something to bring about the change
for the better that lifts up others and manifests
peace. We are responsible to make things better.
Jews do not depend upon whatever may be in The
World to Come, but what we can do here and now.
Judaism lives and breathes in the present and Jews
are supposed to model, by our actions, what optimal behavior looks like.
As we approach the first of our three pilgrimage
festivals, Shalosh Regalim, we engage in a communal remembering of our most important story, the
Biblical narrative of the Exodus from Egypt.
Passover is about many things for us, but fundamentally, it is about Redemption. God delivered us
out of slavery “with a strong arm and mighty fist.”
But God was not alone in this Redemption story.
Human beings had to act.
B’nai Yisrael had to leave Egypt/Mitzrayim and the
narrow spaces in which an enslaved people lived.
Our ancestors had to do something different to
bring about a new day. The new day did not exist in
Heaven/B’Shamayim, but here on Earth/B’Adamah.
They marched for freedom and toward their
Promised Land and primary Prophet, Moses, was
the leader of this march into a state of salvation.
Let no man pull you low enough to hate him.
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Today, we have many worries and concerns. Hate
speech and corresponding violence abounds without abating. We also have many blessings. For
example, generous and compassionate people help
others at times of loss, illness, sadness, fear. Some
days, these two opposing realities converge and it
can be difficult to hold them both. In recent
months, families have expecontinued on page 2
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Unless otherwise indicated, all
numbers are in the 928 area
code.

Congregation
Lev Shalom
Board of Directors
President
Lanny Morrison
526-3937
Vice-President
Paul Cohen
267-251-6473
Secretary
David Miggins
255-8061
Treasurer
Tom Henderson
527-0677
Members-at-large
Bob Braudy
201-665-0168
Helene Mann
221-9442
Tal Rihanha
863-1144

Congregation
Lev Shalom
Contacts
Rabbi
Mindie Snyder
440-3644
Rabbi Emerita
Nina Perlmutter
777-8172
Temple Coordinator/Newsletter
Editor
Rachel Sturm
226-1945
Rachel@levshalomaz.org
Ritual Committee
Sandy Shaw
266-0854
Cantorial Soloist/Choir Director
Lynne Nemeth
526-3937
lynnenemeth@npgcable.com
Sisterhood Chair
Judi Braudy
914-263-3953
Cemetery Coordinator
Tal Rihanha
863-1144
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
rienced untimely deaths of loved ones. In recent
months, innovations have made it possible to
prevent bombs from hitting people, amazing new
bandages stop bleeding, solar and water technologies have made it possible for people to have
heat, light, nourishment, and emergency responders save lives in the most challenging circumstances. The people on the side of these
innovations don’t seem to make the news, but
the murderers and victims seem to be reported
upon with regularity. How can we stay afloat
when there is so much happening to pull us
down? Where do we turn our heads when we are
getting whiplash from seeing and hearing the
proliferation of bad news?
I will not let anyone walk through my mind with
their dirty feet.
Mahatma Gandhi
As we engage in our annual Passover Seders, we
need to remember that we can, and for centuries
have, overcome adversity through the power of
our faith in God, our commitment to Tikkun Olam
(The Repair of the World) and refreshing our spirits through Chesed (Lovingkindness). Our desire
to make the world better can happen in an instant with a well-timed smile or a well-placed
innovation, such as those mentioned above. If
you are entrepreneurial at heart, opportunities
abound for you to solve a problem. If you are not
so entrepreneurial, there is also unlimited potential for your lovingkindness to light up the world.
A little bit of light pushes away a lot of darkness.
Jewish Proverb
This Passover, what will you choose to do? What
happens after the marching? What will you create, what will you generate that demonstrates
your commitment to defy the darkness, free the
captive, heal the sick and show that peace is
possible? How will you rise up and lift up others?
Every time you are tempted to react
in the same old way,
ask if you want to be a prisoner of the past,
or a pioneer of the future.
Deepak Chopra

Celebrate a Simcha, remember
a loved one or commemorate a
special event with your CLS
friends and family.
Contact Sandy Shaw,
Sisterhood, at
sandyshaw89@suddenlink.net
or 973-464-0353 to sign up.

THANKS TO OUR DONORS
To the Purim Fundraiser & Purim Auction:
Bob and Judi Braudy
Monica Brown
Lanny Morrison and Lynne Nemeth
Brittany Parker
Ari and Lea Plosker
Shari Rosenbloom
Sandy Shaw
Rabbi Mindie Snyder
The Arboretum at Flagstaff
To Mega 2018:
Bob and Judi Braudy
Lanny Morrison and Lynne Nemeth
To Sisterhood:
Judi Braudy
Lynne Nemeth
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REMEMBER THE WIDOW, THE
ORPHAN AND THE STRANGER
—LANNY MORRISON
We are in the middle of our Passover
celebration, commemorating our exodus from
Egypt. The name is derived from the word
Pesach which is based on the root “pass over”
and refers to the fact that the Almighty “passed
over” the houses of the Jews when he was
slaying the firstborn of Egypt during the last of
the ten plagues.
Passover celebrates our liberation, but it is also a time to
remember that we were once strangers in a strange land. This is
the underlying basis for 36 times in Torah when we are called to
remember the widow, the orphan, and the stranger. How very
relevant today when the issue of immigration is discussed. At the
forefront of that discussion is Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA). On June 15, 2012, the U.S. Secretary of the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced DACA and
that certain people who came to the United States as children
and met specific guidelines could request consideration of
deferred action for a period of two years, subject to renewal. They
are also eligible for work authorization. Deferred action is a use of
prosecutorial discretion to defer removal action against an
individual for a certain period of time. Deferred action does not
provide lawful status, according to a statement by the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).
FactCheck.org posted the following on January 22, 2018: ”As of
Sept. 4, 2017, there were 689,800 DACA recipients, according to
USCIS. The total number of people who have ever been approved
for DACA since 2012 is 798,980. Nearly 72,000 initial
applications were denied. About 70,000 of the cumulative
approvals either didn’t renew or were rejected when trying to
renew. About 40,000 became lawful permanent residents.” There
are more people who meet the DACA eligibility criteria. The
Migration Policy Institute, a nonpartisan think tank, estimates
that 1.3 million met the criteria and could have applied.
The Trump Administration did not end the original 2012 DACA
program immediately. Instead, it said that it would no longer
accept new DACA applications, and renewals would only be
processed for those whose DACA status expires by March 5,
2018. At that point, an average of 915 DACA authorizations
would be terminated per day, until the final DACA authorizations
expired in March 2020, according to estimates by the Migration
Policy Institute. The current status of the program is in limbo, as
various courts have weighed in on the matter, leaving DACA
recipients at risk of deportation.
I have wondered how many undocumented immigrants are
Jewish. While no one knows for certain, the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency has stated “not huge but not negligible.” Elias Rosenfeld
is one well-known Jewish DACA recipient, whose own commentary
appeared in the February 9, 2018 issue the Jewish News. He and
his sister came to the U.S. lawfully when he was 6 from Caracas,
Venezuela, as children of a single mother on an L1 visa (the
children actually qualified under an L2 status). An L1 visa may
legally be used as a stepping stone to a green card. When Elias
was in the fourth grade, his mother was diagnosed with kidney
cancer and died when he was in the sixth grade. Beyond the
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devastating pain of losing a parent at a tender age, the ramification
of his mother’s passing meant a loss of legal status. Like many
DACA recipients, he did not realize this until he sought a driving
learner’s permit in the summer of eighth grade.
Fortunately, the DACA program was announced when Elias was a
freshman in high school. This is what DACA has meant in his own
words:
“DACA enabled me to graduate at the top of my class,
speak at my high school graduation and acquire a privately
funded full merit scholarship at Brandeis University, where
I am studying to pursue a career in law. DACA has allowed
me to experience a diverse set of opportunities, ranging
from interning in the U.S. Senate to being selected as the
only freshman in Brandeis’ History department to win the
Linda Heller Kamm Award for Social Justice. I am a
sophomore columnist for the university’s official
publication.
However, all my hard work in the last 19 years is at stake,
because since Sept. 5, I have been unable to clearly see
my future in my only home. Come August, my DACA status
expires, and my life will be thrust into imminent chaos.”
Elias is not alone and it is just not DACA recipients at risk. The
unaccompanied minors from non-contiguous countries using the
provisions of the William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims
Reauthorization Act of 2008 (the last act signed into law by George
W. Bush) would be at risk of deportation. Ending Temporary
Protected Status (TPS) for people from El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras,
Nepal, Nicaragua, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Syria, and Yemen,
many of whom are here because of natural disasters that occurred
nearly 20 years ago or war, would put nearly 300,000 at risk of
deportation. Ending so-called “chain migration” would certainly
separate families. How many of us would not even be here in the
U.S. without the ability to be sponsored by family members already
as citizens or resident aliens?
Elyse Wectherman wrote in the February 11, 2018 The Times of
Israel in an article entitled Support for Dreamers: A Self-Evident
Truth”:
“Furthermore, we Jews know from our lived experience
that our safety is only as secure as the safety of the most
vulnerable people in our society. We know that ultranationalist rhetoric and closed borders means persecution
and suffering for vulnerable populations, including masses
of innocent, striving people. The era of mass Jewish
immigration to the United States ended with the passage
of the immigration act of 1924, which effectively barred
the gates to Eastern and Southern Europeans. Imagine
how many victims of the Holocaust could have been saved
had our nation remained open to those in need. Imagine
the incalculable human potential denied a chance to
benefit our society — or any society.
We know from our history that Jewish safety is only as
strong as the civil society of the nations in which we dwell
and where our relationships with other groups have been
strong. The promise of America’s founding documents has
created unprecedented opportunity for America’s Jews. As
much as we have sought advancement and hopefulness
for ourselves, we seek them for all immigrants. We stand
with Dreamers because, in a time of growing intolerance
and divisiveness, when the human and civil rights of all
minorities are increasingly threatened, we need allies and
we need to be allies.”
continued on page 4
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Parashat Kedoshim, which we will read on April 28th, is one of
the richest and most exalted in all of Torah. Its name derives
from Leviticus 19:25: “You shall be holy . . .” Leviticus 19:34
reads: “The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one
of your citizens; you shall love him as yourself, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt; I am the Lord your God.”
B’shalom.

LEVTY NEWS—

ALYSA GREENBERG, ADVISOR
Join us for Movie & Pizza Night!

SISTERHOOD NEWS—JUDI BRAUDY
The next CLS Sisterhood meeting will be held at Judi Braudy’s
home, 5980 E. Jeremy Ln., on Wednesday, April 24th at 7:30 pm.
All CLS women are invited!
The Sisterhood walks for April are as follows:
 Sunday, April 15th 9:30 a.m. Buffalo Park
 Sunday, April 22nd 9:30 a.m. Buffalo Park
If you have any questions, please contact Judi, Sisterhood Chair,
at azjudi@gmail.com or 266-0327.
Our Newest Members!

Come to the Pearlmutter’s house, 2334
W. Blue Willow for a fun LevTY evening on
Saturday, April 14th at 6:00 p.m. Movie
TBA.
RSVP to Lori if your teen plans to attend.
Questions? alysa.greenberg@gmail.com
Alysa Greenberg, Advisor
Please contact Nena Bloom (nena.bloom@nau.edu or 928-3102252) or Lori Pearlmutter (lpearlmutter57@yahoo.com or
928-607-6958, our parent coordinators, for more information.

CLS BOARD MEETING REMINDER
The Board of Trustees of Congregation Lev Shalom will meet on
Monday, April 30th, at 6:00 p.m. at the synagogue.
Members of the Congregation are welcome to attend. Please
advise Lanny Morrison (president@levshalomaz.org or (928)
526-3937) if there are matters that you would like the Board to
consider or if you would like an advance copy of the agenda for
the meeting.
Please be aware that non-board members will be asked to step
out of the meeting should the Board go into executive session to
address matters deemed to be of a confidential nature by the
Board, such as personnel issues or matters dealing with specific
members.

SAVE THE DATE!
DAVID SYME CONCERT
ON JUNE 3
David Syme is returning to Flagstaff for a special concert this
summer and our Cantorial Soloist, Lynne Nemeth, will be
performing with him. More information
to follow.

Photos courtesy of Judi Braudy & Rabbi Mindie Snyder
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL—SUSAN NICKERSON
In the month of April our Torah Tots group will continue to sing and dance to the
Shema and Modeh Ani. We will celebrate the season of spring, by creating
butterflies and as always work on being a mensch.
For religious school in April, we will be exploring Tikkun Olam, (repairing the
Earth). We will also begin to discuss where we would like to donate our Tzedakah.

Torah Tots (Pre-first grade)
Sunday, 4/8 at 9AM

Religious School
Sunday, 4/8, 4/15 & 4/29 at 10AM
Photos courtesy of Tedd Nickerson

Advertising Corner

MAZEL TOV!

If you are interested in advertising in The Bulletin, please contact Rachel Sturm at
info@levshalomaz.org. Classified advertising for members is free! Business advertising rates
are extremely reasonable! Get your message out to hundreds of people each month and
support the congregation by advertising in the Bulletin!

Classified
Voice lessons

Coldwell Banker/
Dallas Realty
5200 E. Cortland Boulevard,
Ste. D1
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
phone (928) 220-5012 •
fax (888) 633-8880
email
Ag@theginsberggroup.com

To those celebrating birthdays
in April—
Martin Hertz – 4/3
Hailey Armus – 4/10
Joe Ganey – 4/16
Jorah Coffey – 4/17
Amanda Leib – 4/21

Lynne Nemeth is now
offering voice lessons, group
and individual for all ages.
Rates are very reasonable.
8783 E. Neptune Drive
Flagstaff, AZ 86004
lynnenemeth@npgcable.com ▪
928-526-3937

T H E B UL L E T I N
is t h e m o nt h ly p ub lic at io n o f
C o ng r e g at io n L e v S h alo m .
S e nd ne w s let t e r s ubm is s io ns t o R ach e l St ur m at
I nf o @ le v s h alo m az. o r g.
S ub m is s io ns m ust be
r e ce iv e d b y t h e 20t h o f e ach
m o nt h.

